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Abstract: The Editor-in-Chief of IJABE is pleased to publish this SWAT special issue including one editorial overview and ten 

research papers, which will be open access to the full-text of each paper.  Brief summaries of the process of collecting and 

reviewing the submitted papers for this SWAT special issue are provided.  Acknowledgements were given to all the editors, 

reviewers and authors, with special thanks to the lead guest editor Dr. Philip W. Gassman for his leading role and great job, 

including a complete listing of associate editors.  We have published this special issue in both print and online electronic version.  

The online version will provide open access to the full text of each paper free of charge and free of most of copyright restrictions.  
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Editor’s announcement of SWAT special issue 

published 

   Dear authors and readers, I am pleased to announce 

the publishing of this SWAT special issue of IJABE after 

almost two years' continuous efforts.  This special issue 

including one editorial overview and ten research papers, 

has been formally published now, though those papers 

have been posted online first via the IJABE website 

(www.ijabe.org) from September of 2014 to May of 2015.  

Those papers cover a wide range of topics including 

applications of the SWAT model that were performed in 

four countries on four different continents: USA, Brazil, 

China, and Ethiopia.  There is also one article reporting 

new SWAT code and other software developments.  The 

editorial overview co-authored by Gassman and Wang 

will serve as a guide to better reading and understanding 

of the ten research papers in this SWAT special issue of 

IJABE (Gassman P W, Wang Y K.  IJABE SWAT 

Special Issue: Innovative modeling solutions for water 

resource problems.  Int J Agric & Biol Eng, 2015; 8(3): 

1-8.  Accessed at www.ijabe.org since June 30, 2015).  

This SWAT special issue including well-screened SWAT 

papers will reflect broader trends in the past SWAT 

literature and provide valuable insights regarding 

SWAT-related advancements.  I believe those leading 

SWAT research papers will serve readers and 

SWAT-related researchers well with new ideas, methods, 

data, findings and enlightenment. 

Editorial process and open access 

It was not so easy to complete this special issue.  In 

June 2013, Dr. Philip W. Gassman and I met in Bogor, 

Indonesia when we attended the 2013 SWAT-SEA III 

Conference.  We discussed the plan to publish a SWAT 

special issue in IJABE collected from SWAT-related 

conferences.  From then on, we worked hard at 

soliciting and reviewing papers.  We had planned to 

publish the special issue in 2014.  However, we had to 

postpone the special issue till now.  Dr. Gassman 

attended SWAT conferences in Indonesia, France, Japan, 

Brazil and Italy during the past two years.  It is 

interesting that I took a technical tour to Provence, France 

after heading a Chinese delegation to attend International 

Conference on Precision Agriculture in Lleida, Spain 

when Dr. Gassman attended SWAT 2013 Conference in 

Toulouse, France.  We stayed very close away from 

each other.  Dr. Gassman presented at those conferences, 

and communicated with participants about the special 

issue.  His great efforts led to the success of this special 

issue.  With nearly 30 submissions for this special issue, 

after strict peer review and numerous revisions, ten 

papers have been accepted for this issue.  We have 

published this special issue in both print and online 
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electronic version.  The online version will provide open 

access to the full text of each paper free of charge and 

free of most of copyright restrictions.  All of you are 

welcome and encouraged to download, read and use those 

papers so long as they are properly attributed, 

acknowledged and cited.  
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Editor’s forecast of future special SWAT Section 

   Although there must be arguably a very positive 

advantage of the quality and popularity of this SWAT 

special issue, it did present some production-related 

challenges.  The most serious thing is that these 

challenges almost invariably cause publication delays 

relative to what could have been achieved if the papers 

had been published individually in a regular issue of 

IJABE, because the final publication date is tied to the 

slowest paper to make it through the production cycle.  

Even so, there are still some papers that are not ready for 

publishing in this special issue.  In order to avoid the 

delay in production and to publish those SWAT special 

issue articles as soon as possible, IJABE will make 

possible the publication of SWAT papers in a special 

section in the future issue of IJABE as they are accepted.  

We will post those accepted SWAT papers online first, 

and then include several papers in the special SWAT 

section in most recent issue of IJABE. 




